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ings, and only three, by which errors of memory may
creep in. And, as a matter of fact, each of these open-
ings will be found to let in one class of mnemonic
illusion. Thus we have (1) false recollections, to
which there correspond no real events of personal
history; (2) others which misrepresent the manner of
happening of the events; and (3) others which falsify
the date of the events remembered.

It is obvious, from a mere glance at tins three-
fold classification, that illusions of memory closely
correspond to visual illusions. Thus, class (1) may be
likened to the optical illusions known as subjective
sensations of light, or ocular spectra. Here we can
prove that there is nothing actually seen in the field
of vision, and that the semblance of a visible object
arises from, quite another source than that of ordinary
external light-stimulation, and by what may be called
an accident. Similarly, in the case of the first class of
mnemonic illusions, we shall find that there is nothing
actually recollected, but that the mnemonic spectra or
phantoms of recollected objects can be accounted for
in quite another way. Such illusions come nearest to
hallucinations in the region of memory.

Again, class (2) has its visual analogue in those
optical illusions which depend on effects of haziness and
of the action of refracting media interposed between the
eye and the object; in which cases, though there is
some real thing corresponding to the perception, this
is seen in a highly defective, distorted, and misleading
form. In like manner, we can say that the images of
memory often get obscured, distorted, and otherwise
altered when they have receded into the dim distance,